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History 4321 

Making Space: 
The Creation of Geographies and History 

 
Fall 2020 

Mon., 2:30 – 4:30 pm 
 
 Instructor: 

John Wyatt Greenlee 
Doctoral Aspirant 
 
Contact Information 
jwg239@cornell.edu 
Office:  340a Goldwin Smith Hall 
Conference Hours / Locations: 

Tues./ Thurs.:  9:30-10:30 
Amit Bhatia Café, Olin 
Library 

 
 
Course Description 
 
In his classic book, Orientalism (which we shall read), Edward 
Said writes that people make their own geographies, just as they 
make their own histories.  While this makes for a good 
soundbite, his claim raises a number of important questions.  Is 
he correct – do people, in fact, make their own geographies?  If 
they do so, how?  What meanings can the term “geography” 
take, and how can it be produced?  How exactly does the 
creation of geographies connect to history-making? 
 
The purpose of this class is to address those issues, and to consider the ways that people understand and 
construct the spaces around them.  We will examine how people move through the world and attach meaning to 
places; how people imagine and map the spaces they encounter.  We will ask what happens when different 
peoples’ ideas about geography and space come into contact with each other.  And we will consider how history 
is produced in relation to spatial practices. 
 
Required Books: 

 
Basso, Keith H. Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Western Apache. Albuquerque: University 

of New Mexico Press, 1996. 
Friel, Brian. Translations. London: Faber & Faber, 1981. 
Mundy, Barbara. The Mapping of New Spain:  Indigenous Cartography and the Maps of the Relaciones Geográficas . 

Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 1996. 
Raffles, Hugh. In Amazonia:  A Natural History. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2002. 
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Sahlins, Peter. Boundaries:  The Making of France and Spain in the Pyrenees. Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1989. 

Said, Edward. Orientalism. 25th Anniversary Edition. New York: Vintage Books, 1994. 
Schulten, Susan. The Geographical Imagination in America, 1880-1950. University of Chicago Press, 2001. 
Smail, Daniel Lord. Imaginary Cartographies:  Possession and Identity in Late Medieval Marseille. Ithaca and London: 

Cornell University Press, 1999. 
Thongchai Winichakul. Siam Mapped:  A History of the Geo-Body of a Nation. Honolulu: University of Hawaii 

Press, 1994. 
 

Recommended Books 
 
Turabian, Kate L.  A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations:  Chicago Style for Students and 

Researchers.  Revised by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, Joseph M. Williams, and the University of 
Chicago Press Editorial Staff.  7th edition.  Chicago and London:  University of Chicago Press, 2007. 

 
All other required readings will be available in .pdf form on Blackboard or on Course Reserve at the library.  
Alternatively, you may find them through the library or order them via ILL. 

 
Grading Rubric and Due Dates 
 

Assignment % Due Date 
Participation   
     In-Class Participation………………. 15% ∞ 
     Blackboard Discussions Posts…….... 5% Weekly  
Writing Assignments   
     Reading Response 1 (4-5 pp.).............. 10% 8/31 - 9/21 
     Reading Response 2 (4-5 pp.).............. 15% 9/28 – 10/19 
     Reading Response 3 (4-5 pp.).............. 15% 10/26 – 11/16 
     Final Project   
          Presentation....................................... 10% Nov. 30 
          Essay (12-15 pp.).............................. 30% Dec. 10 

 
Participation: 

Your participation grade makes up a full 20% of your total grade, and is comprised of four basic 
components: 
 
Attendance: 

Each student is allowed two missed classes without penalty.  Each absence thereafter results 
in the automatic loss of one full letter grade from your final class grade.  We meet only once 
a week and we will cover a lot of ground each class.  Missing classes will make it difficult for 
you to keep up.  

 
In-Class Participation: 

Getting to class is only the first part of your participation grade.  Once you are in the 
classroom I expect you to make substantive contributions to our discussions on an ongoing 
basis. Your grade will reflect the contributions that you make to our discussions.  It will also 
reflect your preparedness for class, and your promptness.  Please be on time for classes, and 
be ready to work from the beginning – we need to make the most of the limited time that we 
have in each class period, and late arrivals interrupt the class. 
 

Blackboard Discussion Posts: 
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Throughout the semester you are required to make timely contributions to weekly discussion 
boards on Blackboard.  Your posts should address specific questions, issues or problems 
that you found in the assigned reading – vague statements about the text or the topics are 
not acceptable.  Your posts do not need to be especially long, but they do need to be 
substantive:  they should demonstrate that you have both read and thought about the 
materials at hand.  The purpose of these postings is to jump-start our in-class conversations, 
and to give me an idea of the issues in the texts that you find important or interesting.   

 
Blackboard posts must be made by 9:00 am on Monday morning.  Late posts will 
receive no credit, regardless of their intellectual merit.  
 
Style: 

The writing style for Blackboard posts is more relaxed than they required style for 
your more formal papers.  Remember, however, that you will still be engaging in 
public discourse with your colleagues and classmates – your writing must be civil and 
respectful (which doesn’t mean you have to agree with others’ thoughts; 
disagreement is the soul of historical inquiry).  Even in this more relaxed setting, 
remember to support your arguments and to cite your sources – parenthetical 
citation in Blackboard posts is acceptable. 

 
Written Assignments: 

 
Reading Responses: 

You are required to write 3 reading response papers over the course of the semester, each fo 
4-5 pages in length.  Your paper should provide an extended consideration of one of the 
weeks’ readings up to that point.  Your response should include a brief summary of the 
reading’s argument and its main points, as well as your general critique of the work(s).  The 
remainder of the content is left to your discretion and interests but, as with your blackboard 
posts, should be substantive. 
 
You have freedom in which weeks to write your responses, within these guidelines:  1) you 
must write each response during a week in the range given; 2) your paper must be turned in 
by the beginning of class during which we will be discussing the material you chose (ie. you 
don’t get to write about readings after we’ve talked about them). 

 
Final Project 

You are also responsible for producing an original research paper at the end of the semester.  
The essay should be between 12-15 pages in length, and should bring the themes of the class 
to bear on some topic that you find interesting.  You must schedule a meeting with me prior 
to Oct. 12th to discuss possible topics and directions for research. 
 
We will take the last day of class on Nov. 30th for project presentations.  You will be 
expected to make a brief (5-6) minute presentation of your progress.  You should be 
prepared to answer questions.  If your project involves maps or artwork you will need to 
provide visual aids in the form of slides or handouts.  Part of your grade for your 
presentation will reflect your engagement with other people’s work.  This is an opportunity 
to gain valuable feedback, and you can be of great help to your classmates. 
 

Style Guidelines 
All papers should follow the same basic format: 

• Written in Times New Roman, Garamond, or a similarly readable font 
• Conform to the Turabian / Chicago style guide. 
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• Double spaced 
• Numbered pages 
• Be sure that your name and the assignment are clearly listed at the top of the first page, 

or as a header. 
 

 
Public Domain: 

For our class to work well we all need to be able to share our work with each other.  We will be engaging in 
a significant amount of peer review and editing, and we will need to share our ideas in our discussions.  
Consequently, every piece of written work that you produce for this class may be read by other members of 
the class, or the instructor.  Remember this as you work…don't write something that you don't want us all 
to read.  Your work will not, however, be shared with people outside of our class without your permission. 

 
Statement on University Policies and Regulations:  

This instructor respects and upholds University Policies and regulations pertaining to the observation of 
religious holidays; assistance available to the physically handicapped, visually and/or hearing impaired 
student; plagiarism; sexual harassment; and racial or ethnic discrimination. All students are advised to bring 
any questions or concerns to the attention of the instructor. 
   

Statement on academic integrity: 
Students are strongly advised to consult the Cornell University Code of Academic Integrity 
(http://cuinfo.cornell.edu/Academic/AIC.html). This code includes the following statements: “A Cornell 
student’s submission of work for academic credit indicates that the work is the student’s own. All outside 
assistance should be acknowledged, and the student’s academic position truthfully reported at all times…” A 
useful practical guide to the code is available at: 
 http://www.theuniversityfaculty.cornell.edu/AcadInteg/  

 
Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is a serious violation of Cornell's Code of Academic Integrity, and will result in an automatic 
failing grade for the course.  Plagiarism includes many shades of representing others' work as your own, 
from the use of purchased papers to failure to properly cite source material.  As you work, keep these two 
things in mind:  1) if you don’t know how to cite something, ask questions; and 2) when it doubt, cite it. 

 
The Knight Institute Writing Walk-In Service 

The Writing Walk-In Service (WWIS) provides support for individuals at any stage of the writing process. It 
is a free resource available to everyone on campus - faculty, staff, graduate and undergraduate students - for 
nearly any kind of writing project: applications, presentations, lab reports, essays, papers, and more. Tutors 
(trained undergraduate and graduate students) serve as responsive listeners and readers who can address 
questions about the writing process or about particular pieces of writing. They can also consider questions 
of confidence, critical reading, analytic thought, and imagination. Many writing tutors also have experience 
working with non-native speakers of English. 

  
The WWIS operates out of several campus locations. During the academic year, the WWIS is open Sunday 
through Thursday from 3:30 – 5:30pm and from 7:00 – 10:00pm.  Writers can schedule appointments or 
drop in at a convenient time. For more information or to schedule an appointment: 

http://www.arts.cornell.edu/writing. 
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Calendar of Readings and Assignments 
 

Week Dates Readings Assignments  
    

1 8/24 Introductions and Overview 
 

 

2 8/31 Said, Orientalism  
   

Experiential Geographies 
 

3 9/7 de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life, 91-130 (BB) 
Tuan, Space and Place, 3-18 & 118-135 (BB) 
Solnit, Wanderlust:  A History, 3-78 (BB) 
 

 

4 9/14 Raffles, In Amazonia  
   

Geographies of Place 
 

5 9/21 Basso, Wisdom Sits in Places Reading 
Response 1 

6 9/28 Meet in the Library 
Friel, Translations 
Massey, “Places and their Pasts” (BB) 
 

 

7 10/5 Sahlins, Boundaries  
   

Cartographic Geographies 
 

8 10/12 Harley, “Deconstructing the Map” (BB) 
Wood, The Power of Maps, 1-94 (BB) 
 

Final Project 
Meeting 

9 10/19 Schulten, The Geographic Imagination in America, 1880-1950 Reading 
Response 2 

10 10/26 Mundy, The Mapping of New Spain 
 

 

11 11/2 Thongchai, Siam Mapped  
   

Imagined and Reimagined Geographies 
 

12 11/9 Smail, Imaginary Cartographies 
 

 

13 11/16 Hau’ofa, “Our Sea of Islands” (BB) 
Malkki, “National Geographic” (BB) 
 

Reading 
Response 3 

14 11/23 Post, Atlas of Fantasy (Library Reserve) 
Le Carrer, Atlas of Cursed Places (Library Reserve) 

 

    
15 11/30 No reading Project 

Presentations 
 
 12/10  Final Project 

Due 
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